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WESSEX PARANORMAL RESEARCH ORGANISATION 
LOCATION REPORT 

 
 
 

 
Location:     Cleeve House, Seend, Wiltshire 
 
Date:      17/11/2007 
 
Time:     20:00 – 01:30 
 
Weather:     Clear and Dry to start Wind and Rain Later 
 
Investigation Team:   David Hawes 
 
    David Wicheard 
 
    Tim Latcham 
 
Equipment Used:   Sony Nightshot Digital Video Recorders (x3) 
 
    Digital Stills Cameras (x2) 
 
    FLUKE Thermal imaging camera (x1) 
 
    Laptop Computer (x1) 
 
    Motion Sensitive Night vision Webcam (x1) 
 
    Trigger Objects (Crucifix) 
 
    Digital Voice Recorder (x2) 
 
    Boundary microphone (x1) 
 
    EMF meter (x2) 
 
    Digital Thermometer/Hygrometer (x1) 
 
    Laser Thermometer (x1) 
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Location History 
 
In 1857, the eminent land-owner Wadham Locke III owned a property in 
Seend called Rew House. After knocking it down, his son, Wadham Locke IV 
built Cleeve House half a mile from the original site, to be the Wadham family 
home. He and his five sisters made their home here, and one sister, Frances 
Locke, became famous for going to the Crimean War. She was the last Locke 
to live at Cleeve House, and when she left in 1883 the building was sold to the 
Bell Family. 

Squire William Heward Bell, having built his fortune on the family's coal mines 
in Merthyr Tydfil, purchased the property for his family. He pulled down a 
large amount of the building and rebuilt what is now the Great Hall and 
adjoining entrance porch in 1884. The Hall was adorned with the many 
trophies of Squire Bell's hunting prowess, including a huge moose head and 
the skins of a tiger and a bear.  

Squire Bell and his wife, Hannah Taylor Cory Bell, had four children, one of 
whom was the famous writer and critic Clive Bell. In 1907, the final part of the 
Cleeve House, including the Library and above bedrooms were built to 'make 
the house more comfortable' as it was the year of Clive Bell's marriage to 
Vanessa Stephen. Both Clive and Vanessa Bell were important members of 
the culturally revolutionary Bloomsbury group, in which Clive’s writing was 
influential, and Vanessa was a prominent artist. 

The young Vanessa Stephen pursued art as her profession while her sister, 
Virginia Woolf, chose writing. Close to her sister throughout her often troubled 
life, Virginia Woolf visited Vanessa Bell in Cleeve House, and wrote about the 
house in her famous diaries. Of the four Bell children, Colonel W Cory Bell, 
who was an MP and Sheriff of Wiltshire, lived at Cleeve House longest, until 
his death in 1961.  

The Bell family crest adorns the front porch, and personal Bell inscriptions can 
be found among the stone and woodwork throughout the house. 

Information courtesy of www.cleeve-house.com  
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Eye Witness and Second Hand Accounts 

The property does not have a history of haunting and there are very few 
witness reports. Two notable occurrences were reported by the owners.  

A guest staying in Room 8 at the house reported a sense of being pushed by 
an invisible entity within this room.  

Visitors have also reported a sense of a presence walking down the main 
staircase within the hall. 
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Areas Identified for Investigation 
 
Area 
Label 

Area Name  Description  Photo  
Taken  

A Room 12 Twin guest bedroom located on the 
second floor. 

Yes 

B Room 6 Twin guest bedroom located on the 
first floor. 

Yes 

C Rooms 7, 8, 9 & 10 Dormitory style guest bedrooms with 
interlinking doors located on the first 
floor. 

Yes 

D Library Communal area located on the 
ground floor. Originally a library with 
ornate wooden features and 
plasterwork 

Yes 

E Hall Large main reception area spanning 
two floors with a balcony area. Ornate 
wood and stone carvings. 

Yes 

 
Investigation Timeline 
Time Area Activity  Comments  
20:00 N/A Arrival on site Outside filming 
20:05 E Set up base location in 

Hall 
Equipment and battery checks 
and investigation plan review. 

20:15 E Carry out baseline tests in 
Hall 

- 

20:25 D Carry out baseline tests in 
Library 

- 

20:35 B Carry out baseline tests in 
Room 6 

- 

20:45 C Carry out baseline tests in 
Rooms 7, 8, 9 & 10 

- 

21:00 A Carry out baseline tests in 
Room 12 

- 

21:10 E Short investigation plan 
review in Hall 

Agree to set trigger object in 
room 8 and lock off camera in 
the library along with EVP 
recording equipment. 

21:15 C Set up trigger object 
(crucifix) and motion 
detection webcam in Room 
8 

-. 

21:25 D Set up video lock off with 
trigger object (compass) 
and EVP recording 
equipment 

- 

21:38 A Vigil begins with video and Nothing detected at time. 
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stills image capture 
21:45 A Asking out for a noise or 

light to indicate presence 
One audible knock to first 
request noted. No visual 
response noted. 

21:46 A Baseline comparison 
readings taken 

No unexpected readings 
recorded. 

21:50 A Repeat asking out now 
asking for a two knock 
response 

Two faint audible knocks close 
to window wall. No visual 
response noted. 

21:55 A Thermal image and digital 
stills image capture 

One temperature spot anomaly 
recorded above bed. Light 
anomaly also captured on stills 
image. 

22:00 A Vigil Ends Quiet room. 
22:08 B Vigil begins with video and 

stills image capture 
Nothing detected at time. 

22:12 B Video capture, digital stills 
and thermal imaging 

Light anomalies captured on 
video. 

22:15 B Asking out for a noise or 
light to indicate presence 

No audible or visual response 

22:20 B Video capture, digital stills 
and thermal imaging 

Light anomalies again captured 
on video. 

22:24 B Asking out for a noise or 
light to indicate presence 

Knocking heard but no visual 
response. 

22:26 B Knocking on wood and 
asking for response 

No response. 

22:27 B Knocking on wood and 
asking for response 

Faint knock heard 

22:28 B Baseline comparison 
readings taken 

No unexpected readings 
recorded. 

22:30 B Vigil ends Quiet room. 
22:35 C Vigil begins in room 10 

with video and stills image 
capture 

Light anomalies captured on 
video and stills.  

22:38 C - Floorboard movement/noise 
noted. 

22:40 C Asking out for a noise or 
light to indicate presence  
Baseline comparisons also 
taken. 

Temperature drop of 1.4°C 
noted 

22:42 C Digital stills images Light anomalies captured 
22:46 C Asking out for a noise or 

light to indicate presence 
Faint knocking heard but no 
visual response. 

22:50 C Vigil moves to room 9 with 
video and stills image 
capture 

Light anomalies captured on 
video.  

22:55 C Digital stills image capture Light anomalies captured 
23:00 C Video image capture String light anomaly captured 

on video back in room 10.  
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23:05 E Break Decision made to move trigger 
object to active room 10. 

23:25 C Vigil continues in room 8 
with video and stills image 
capture 

Nothing detected at time. 

23:25 C Check trigger object for 
movement 

No movement. 

23:30 C Relocate trigger object and 
monitoring equipment to 
room 10  

- 

23:31 C Camera detection error on 
laptop 

- 

23:40 C Vigil continues in room 7 & 
8 with video and stills 
image capture 

Wind noise from windows. 

23:45 C Asking out for a noise or 
light to indicate presence 

Light anomalies captured on 
video, no audible response. 

23:50 C Room 8 feeling flat - 
23:55 C Move to room 7 Recording of dust particles as a 

reference to any resemblance 
to orbs. 

23:57 C Video and stills image 
capture 

Knock heard from room 8, no 
reoccurrence of knock on 
asking out. 

00:05 C Vigil ends Room 10 shows evidence of 
activity. 

00:10 D Vigil begins in room 10 
with video and stills image 
capture 

Nothing detected at time. 

00:10 D Baseline comparison tests One cold spot detected next to 
bookcase 8.2°C. 

00:15 D Asking out for a noise or 
light to indicate presence 

No audible or visual response 

00:16 D Digital stills capture Light anomaly close to 
investigator. 

00:20 D Asking out for a noise or 
light to indicate presence 

No audible or visual response 

00:30 D Asking out for a noise or 
light to indicate presence 

Light anomalies captured on 
digital stills around investigator 
asking out. String light anomaly 
captured on video again. No 
audible response, wind and rain 
outside. 

00:40 D Digital stills capture Very bright light anomaly 
captured close to investigator. 

00:45 D Vigil ends - 
00:55 C Recover trigger object and 

motion detection webcam 
from room 10. 

No movement noted. 
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01:10 E Vigil begins with video and 
stills image capture 

Nothing detected at time. 

01:10 E Baseline comparison 
readings taken 

No unexpected readings 
recorded. 

01:20 E Asking out for a noise or 
light to indicate presence 

No audible or visual response 

01:33 E Baseline comparison 
readings taken 

No unexpected readings 
recorded. 

01:35 E Vigil ends Quiet room. 
01:40 E Investigation ends Equipment check and loading 
01:45 N/A Depart - 
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Baseline Tests Start 
Area Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot 
Temp (°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

A 21:00 10.9 8.6 – 11.2 54 0-0.5 
B 20:35 15.4 12.8 – 14.6 52 0-0.5 
C 20:45 13.9 9.6 – 14.8 55 0-0.5 
D 20:25 13.9 8.8 – 14.4 51 0-0.5 
E 20:15 16.6 13.8 – 16.5 40 0-0.5 

 
Area Comments 
Area Comments  

A Light fitting giving localised high levels of EMF 
B Light fitting giving localised high levels of EMF 
C A high level of EMF local to lamp in room 8. Noisy springs on door 

which appears to be moved by a localised draught. 
D Flying insect present within the library area. 
E Lamp at foot of stairs gives a localised high EMF reading. A fish tank 

within room provides vey high localised EMF readings (off scale).  
 
Baseline Tests Finish 
Area Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot 
Temp (°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

A - - - - - 
B - - - - - 
C - - - - - 
D - - - - - 
E - - - - - 

 
Area Comments 
Area Comments  

A - 
B - 
C - 
D - 
E - 
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Area A Investigation – Room 12 
 
Methods Used 
 

·  Infra Red Digital Video  Yes/No 
·  Digital Photography   Yes/No 
·  Trigger Object   Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection   Yes/No 
·  Video Camera Lock Off  Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection Webcam  Yes/No 
·  EVP     Yes/No 
·  Calling Out    Yes/No 

 
Baseline Test Comparisons Area A 
Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot Temp  
(°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

21:46 11.6 9.2 – 11.6 54 0.0 – 0.5 
     
     
     
     
 
Area A Investigation Timeline 
Time Activity  Comments  
21:38 Vigil begins with video and 

stills image capture 
Nothing detected at time. 

21:45 Asking out for a noise or light 
to indicate presence 

One audible knock to first request 
noted. No visual response noted. 

21:46 Baseline comparison readings 
taken 

No unexpected readings recorded. 

21:50 Repeat asking out now asking 
for a two knock response 

Two faint audible knocks close to 
window wall. No visual response 
noted. 

21:55 Thermal image and digital 
stills image capture 

One temperature spot anomaly 
recorded above bed. Light anomaly 
also captured on stills image. 

22:00 Vigil Ends Quiet room. 
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Area B Investigation – Room 6 
 
Methods Used 
 

·  Infra Red Digital Video  Yes/No 
·  Digital Photography   Yes/No 
·  Trigger Object   Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection   Yes/No 
·  Video Camera Lock Off  Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection Webcam  Yes/No 
·  EVP     Yes/No 
·  Calling Out    Yes/No 

 
Baseline Test Comparisons Area B 
Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot Temp  
(°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

22:28 14.4 14.5 59 0 - 0.5 
     
     
     
     
 
Area B Investigation Timeline 
Time Activity  Comments  
22:08 Vigil begins with video and 

stills image capture 
Nothing detected at time. 

22:12 Video capture, digital stills 
and thermal imaging 

Light anomalies captured on video. 

22:15 Asking out for a noise or light 
to indicate presence 

No audible or visual response 

22:20 Video capture, digital stills 
and thermal imaging 

Light anomalies again captured on 
video. 

22:24 Asking out for a noise or light 
to indicate presence 

Knocking heard but no visual 
response. 

22:26 Knocking on wood and asking 
for response 

No response. 

22:27 Knocking on wood and asking 
for response 

Faint knock heard 

22:28 Baseline comparison readings 
taken 

No unexpected readings recorded. 

22:30 Vigil ends Quiet room. 
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Area C Investigation – Rooms 7, 8, 9 &10 
 
Methods Used 
 

·  Infra Red Digital Video  Yes/No 
·  Digital Photography   Yes/No 
·  Trigger Object   Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection   Yes/No 
·  Video Camera Lock Off  Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection Webcam  Yes/No 
·  EVP     Yes/No 
·  Calling Out    Yes/No 

 
Baseline Test Comparisons Area C 
Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot Te mp 
(°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

22:35 12.0 12.2 60 0-0.5 
22:40 12.0 10.8 60 0-0.5 
22:55 12.0 12.4 60 0-0.5 
23:00 12.2 12.2 62 0-0.5 
23:40 12.9 12.8 62 0-0.5 
23:50 12.8 12.4 61 0-0.5 
23:55 12.6 12.2 61 0-0.5 
 
Area C Investigation Timeline 
Time Activi ty  Comments  
22:35 Vigil begins in room 10 

with video and stills 
image capture 

Light anomalies captured on 
video and stills.  

22:38 - Floorboard movement/noise 
noted. 

22:40 Asking out for a noise or 
light to indicate 
presence  
Baseline comparisons 
also taken. 

Temperature drop of 1.4°C 
noted 

22:42 Digital stills images Light anomalies captured 
22:46 Asking out for a noise or 

light to indicate 
presence 

Faint knocking heard but no 
visual response. 

22:50 Vigil moves to room 9 
with video and stills 
image capture 

Light anomalies captured on 
video.  

22:55 Digital stills image 
capture 

Light anomalies captured 

23:00 Video image capture String light anomaly captured on 
video back in room 10.  

23:05 Break  
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23:25 Vigil continues in room 8 

with video and stills 
image capture 

Nothing detected at time. 

23:25 Check trigger object for 
movement 

No movement. 

23:30 Relocate trigger object 
and monitoring 
equipment to room 10  

- 

23:31 Camera detection error 
on laptop 

- 

23:40 Vigil continues in room 7 
& 8 with video and stills 
image capture 

Wind noise from windows. 

23:45 Asking out for a noise or 
light to indicate 
presence 

Light anomalies captured on 
video, no audible response. 

23:50 Room 8 feeling flat - 
23:55 Move to room 7 Recording of dust particles as a 

reference to any resemblance to 
orbs. 

23:57 Video and stills image 
capture 

Knock heard from room 8, no 
reoccurrence of knock on asking 
out. 

00:05 Vigil ends Room 10 shows evidence of 
activity. 
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Area D Investigation – Library 
 
Methods Used 
 

·  Infra Red Digital Video  Yes/No 
·  Digital Photography   Yes/No 
·  Trigger Object   Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection   Yes/No 
·  Video Camera Lock Off  Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection Webcam  Yes/No 
·  EVP     Yes/No 
·  Calling Out    Yes/No 

 
Baseline Test Comparisons Area D 
Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot Tem p 
(°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

00:10 12.5 12.2 51 0-0.5 
     
     
     
     
 
Area D Investigation Timeline 
Time Activity  Comments  
00:10 Vigil begins in room 10 with 

video and stills image capture 
Nothing detected at time. 

00:10 Baseline comparison tests One cold spot detected next to 
bookcase 8.2°C. 

00:15 Asking out for a noise or light 
to indicate presence 

No audible or visual response 

00:16 Digital stills capture Light anomaly close to investigator. 
00:20 Asking out for a noise or light 

to indicate presence 
No audible or visual response 

00:30 Asking out for a noise or light 
to indicate presence 

Light anomalies captured on digital 
stills around investigator asking out. 
String light anomaly captured on video 
again. No audible response, wind and 
rain outside. 

00:40 Digital stills capture Very bright light anomaly captured 
close to investigator. 

00:45 Vigil ends - 
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Area E Investigation – Hall  
 
Methods Used 
 

·  Infra Red Digital Video  Yes/No 
·  Digital Photography   Yes/No 
·  Trigger Object   Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection   Yes/No 
·  Video Camera Lock Off  Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection Webcam  Yes/No 
·  EVP     Yes/No 
·  Calling Out    Yes/No 

 
Baseline Test Comparisons Area E 
Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot Temp  
(°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

01:10 13.8 14.2 56 0 – 0.5 
01:33 13.6 - 54 0 – 0.5 
     
     
     
 
Area E Investigation Timeline 
Time Activity  Comments  
01:10 Vigil begins with video and 

stills image capture 
Nothing detected at time. 

01:10 Baseline comparison readings 
taken 

No unexpected readings recorded. 

01:20 Asking out for a noise or light 
to indicate presence 

No audible or visual response 

01:33 Baseline comparison readings 
taken 

No unexpected readings recorded. 

01:35 Vigil ends Quiet room. 
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Additional Comments 
Digital Photographs 
Many images containing orbs/light anomalies were captured during this 
investigation. Some of these images were the most distinct orb images 
captured during a WPRO investigation and many appeared to coincide with 
asking out. The library (area E) and room 10 (area C) provided the most 
interesting images and some are reproduced below. 
 

    
Room 10 light anomaly image 

 

    
Library light anomaly image during asking out 

 

   
Library light anomaly image 

 
Orbs are a contentious issue within the field of paranormal research. Many 
believe them to be nothing more than dust caught in the cameras flash, while 
others believe them to be the first manifestations of a spirit entity. 
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Video Footage 
The video footage from Cleeve House is very interesting. Light anomalies 
were visible on many occasions in many locations.  
 
Room 10 (area C) provided some remarkable footage with light anomalies 
responding to asking out. Of particular interest was footage captured by an 
investigator when returning to room 10, a string of light hovers in front of the 
camera before rushing at speed towards the investigator. The light string 
anomaly briefly appears again during filming in the library (area D). 
 
One piece of footage captured in room 8 offered an interesting audible 
capture. During filming prior to lights out a whisper is heard, review of this 
sound has not revealed any spoken word; we do not believe this noise came 
from any investigator present. 
 
The locked off video camera which was situated in the library (area D) 
provided no notable visual or audible phenomena. 
 
EVP 
 
The EVP equipment was set up in the library (area D) and was operated for 
over 2 hours. No significant audible recording was captured during this time. 
 
Trigger Object 
 
Trigger objects in the form of a compass and wooden crucifix were used in the 
library (area D) and rooms 8 and 10 (area C).The motion detection webcam 
was centred on the crucifix in rooms 8 and 10 and did not trigger at any point 
during the investigation. The locked off camera as stated above was centred 
on the compass and failed to record any trigger object movement.  
 
The trigger objects were all placed on a plain white paper with their positions 
marked with a pencil outline. Analysis of the trigger objects showed none had 
appeared to have moved on the paper. 
 
Thermal Imaging  
 
Use of the thermal imaging camera provided very little anomalous data. One 
warm spot was noted in room 12 (area A) which lasted for a short period, this 
was not thought to be significant. 
 
Baseline Tests Comparisons 
 
Most baseline comparisons were normal with the exception of a spot 
temperature drop within room 10 (area C). The temperature dropped by 1.4°C 
within the space of a few minutes. This did coincide with the light anomalies 
being captured on digital video and stills images. 


