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WESSEX PARANORMAL RESEARCH ORGANISATION 
LOCATION REPORT 

 
 
 

 
Location:     Roundway Hill, Devizes 
 
Date:      21/04/2007 
 
Time:     20:30 – 23:30 
 
Weather:     Clear Night, Cold with High Winds 
 
Lunar Phase  Waxing Crescent – 24% Full 
 
Investigation Team:    
 
     
 
     
 
Equipment Used:   Sony Nightshot Digital Video Recorders (x3) 
 
    Digital Stills Cameras (x2) 
 
    Digital Voice Recorder (x1) 
 
    Boundary microphone (x1) 
 
    EMF meter (x1) 
 
    Digital Thermometer/Hygrometer (x1) 
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Location History 
 
Roundway Hill’s earliest inhabitants were the Neolithic beaker people 
evidence for this exists in the form of bowl barrows. An Iron Age hill fort 
known as Oliver’s camp is further evidence of Iron Age habitation. Evidence of 
Roman occupation has also been uncovered at Mother Anthony’s well at the 
foot of Roundway Hill below Oliver’s Camp. More recent records show the 
land around Roundway Hill was held by the Nicholas family from the 13th 
Century and they were still there in 1643. 
 
Roundway Hill is famous for a civil war battle that took place on 11th July 
1643. Royalists claimed victory over Roundhead troops following a bloody 
battle on Roundway Down. The battle ended when up to 800 Roundhead 
troops were killed after being driven over the side of Oliver’s camp. Both 
horses and men fell into a deep ditch where they were killed. It is said many 
bodies still lie where they fell. 
 
The Nicholas family left Roundway Hill in the early 18th Century and since 
then it has had many owners. Other notable points in the Roundway history 
include. 
 
1845 – Apprentice shoemakers cut a white horse on Roundway Hill. 
1851 – Wiltshire County Lunatic Asylum/Roundway Hospital opens. 
1999 – A new white horse is cut in the hillside to celebrate the millennium. 
 
 
Eye Witness and Second Hand Accounts 
 
A headless ghost is said to walk on Roundway Hill this was reported by a 
shepherd pre 1900 who stated the ghost walked along side him for several 
hundred yards. 
 
The site where the Michael and Mary ley lines cross each other this is the site 
of the famous video in which two balls of light were seen and a crop circle 
formed (1996). It is now a popular place for both UFO enthusiasts and crop 
circle followers. 
 
The devil himself is reported to have jumped onto Roundway Hill after being 
branded on the heel by a red hot horseshoe from a local Blacksmith in 
Devizes. There is a spot on Roundway Hill called Devil’s Leap. 
 
White mists followed by ghostly white horses were seen in 1973. 
 
Black dogs with rattling chains and an apparition that leads you to a barrow 
have also been reported. 
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Area Map 

 
Reproduced from Ordnance Survey map data by permission of Ordnance Survey, © Crown copyright 
 
Areas Identified for Investigation 
 
Identify all investigation areas on the building plan. 
 
Area 
Label 

Area Name  Description  Photo  
Taken  

A Roundway Hill 
Woods 

 

Woodland Pathway leading through an 
ancient wood. 

Yes 

B Oliver’s Camp 
East 

 

Eastern escarpment of hill fort facing 
towards Devizes 

Yes 

C Oliver’s Camp 
West 

 

Western escarpment of hill fort facing 
away from Devizes  

Yes 

D Roundway 
Downs 

 

Open downs mainly laid to arable 
farming 

No 

E N/A 
 
 

N/A N/A 

A 

B 

C 

D 
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Investigation Timeline 
Time Area Activity  Comments  
20:30 N/A Arrival at location High winds noted 
20:40 N/A Investigation area 

recognisance including 
suspected site of Civil War 
casualties 

Temperature - 10.3°C 
Humidity - 58% 
EMF – 0mG 

21:00 N/A Return to vehicle to recheck 
evening plan following 
recognisance, due to high 
winds 

 

21:15 N/A Equipment and battery 
check 

 

21:20 A Commence Investigation of 
Roundway Hill Woods 

Animals – Birds taking flight. 
Very Quiet little noise 
No nervous/apprehensive feeling 
Strangely no wind 

21:50 A Baseline test comparison 
readings taken 

See area A investigation notes 

22:05 A Leave wood location Very hard to film using infra red 
due to a lack of reflective 
surfaces for light source 

22:10 B Commence investigation of 
Oliver’s Camp East 

High winds and noise pollution 
from nearby Devizes force 
abandonment of investigation in 
this area 

22:20 C Commence investigation of 
Oliver’s Camp West 

Sheltered area from wind and 
noise pollution 

22:30 C Baseline test comparison 
readings taken 

See area C investigation notes 

22:35 C EVP recording commenced  
22:50 C Observations and camera 

work 
Noise of footfall noted below us 
on hillside 
Digital camera captures red mist 
both above and below us on 
hillside 

23:00 C Baseline test comparison 
readings taken 

See area C investigation notes 

23:05 C Leave Oliver’s Camp West 
Location 

Cold weather stops investigation 

23:20 D Roundway Downs Unable to gain access due to 
road closure with blockade  

23:30 N/A Investigation ends Return home 
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Baseline Tests Start 
Area Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot 
Temp (°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

A - - N/A - - 
B - - N/A - - 
C 20:40 10.3 N/A 58 0 
D - - N/A - - 
E N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Area Comments 
Area Comments  

A No comments 
 

B High Winds and Noise Pollution 
 

C High Winds 
 

D No Access 
 

E N/A 
 

 
Baseline Tests Finish 
Area Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot 
Temp (°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

A - - N/A - - 
B - - N/A - - 
C 23:05 7.6 N/A 59 0 
D - - N/A - - 
E N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Area Comments 
Area Comments  

A As above 
 

B As above 
 

C As above 
 

D As above 
 

E As above 
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Area A Investigation – Roundway Hill Woods  
 
Methods Used 
 

·  Infra Red Digital Video  Yes/No 
·  Digital Photography   Yes/No 
·  Trigger Object   Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection   Yes/No 
·  Video Camera Lock Off  Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection Webcam  Yes/No 
·  EVP     Yes/No 
·  Calling Out    Yes/No 

 
Baseline Test Comparisons Area A 
Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot Temp  
(°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

21:50 10.9 N/A 60 0 
     
     
     
     
 
Area A Investigation Timeline 
Time Activity  Comments  
21:20 Commence Investigation of 

Roundway Hill Woods 
Animals – Birds taking flight. 
Very Quiet little noise 
No nervous/apprehensive feeling 
Strangely no wind 

21:50 Baseline test comparison 
readings taken 

Recorded above  
Additional readings were taken at 
separate times but showed no 
variation. 

22:05 Leave wood location Very hard to film using infra red due to 
a lack of reflective surfaces for light 
source 
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Area B Investigation – Oliver’s Camp East  
 
Methods Used 
 

·  Infra Red Digital Video  Yes/No 
·  Digital Photography   Yes/No 
·  Trigger Object   Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection   Yes/No 
·  Video Camera Lock Off  Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection Webcam  Yes/No 
·  EVP     Yes/No 
·  Calling Out    Yes/No 

 
Baseline Test Comparisons Area B 
Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot Temp  
(°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

     
     
     
     
     
 
Area B Investigation Timeline 
Time Activity  Comments  
22:10 Commence investigation of 

Oliver’s Camp East 
High winds and noise pollution from 
nearby Devizes force abandonment of 
investigation in this area 
Temperature drop noted 
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Area C Investigation – Oliver’s Camp West  
 
Methods Used 
 

·  Infra Red Digital Video  Yes/No 
·  Digital Photography   Yes/No 
·  Trigger Object   Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection   Yes/No 
·  Video Camera Lock Off  Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection Webcam  Yes/No 
·  EVP     Yes/No 
·  Calling Out    Yes/No 

 
Baseline Test Comparisons Area C 
Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot Temp  
(°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

22:30 9.8 N/A 51 0 
23:00 7.6 N/A 59 0 
     
     
     
 
Area C Investigation Timeline 
Time Activity  Comments  
22:20 Commence investigation of 

Oliver’s Camp West 
Sheltered area from wind and noise 
pollution 

22:30 Baseline test comparison 
readings taken 

See area C investigation notes 

22:35 EVP recording commenced  
22:50 Observations and camera 

work 
Noise of footfall noted below us on 
hillside 
Digital camera captures red mist both 
above and below us on hillside 

23:00 Baseline test comparison 
readings taken 

See area C investigation notes 

23:00 EVP recording ceased  
23:05 Leave Oliver’s Camp West 

Location 
Cold weather stops investigation 
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Area D Investigation – Roundway Downs  
 
Methods Used 
 

·  Infra Red Digital Video  Yes/No 
·  Digital Photography   Yes/No 
·  Trigger Object   Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection   Yes/No 
·  Video Camera Lock Off  Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection Webcam  Yes/No 
·  EVP     Yes/No 
·  Calling Out    Yes/No 

 
Baseline Test Comparisons Area D 
Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot Temp  
(°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

     
     
     
     
     
 
Area D Investigation Timeline 
Time Activity  Comments  
23:20 Roundway Downs Unable to gain access due to road 

closure with blockade  
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Area E Investigation – N/A  
 
Methods Used 
 

·  Infra Red Digital Video  Yes/No 
·  Digital Photography   Yes/No 
·  Trigger Object   Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection   Yes/No 
·  Video Camera Lock Off  Yes/No 
·  Motion Detection Webcam  Yes/No 
·  EVP     Yes/No 
·  Calling Out    Yes No 

 
Baseline Test Comparisons Area E 
Time Ambient 

Temp (°C) 
Spot Temp  
(°C)  

Humidity 
(%) 

EMF (mG) 

     
     
     
     
     
 
Area E Investigation Timeline 
Time Activity  Comments  
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Additional Comments 
Digital Photographs 
 
Digital stills camera produces two interesting images of a red mist both are 
reproduced below. At the same time a second digital camera records the 
presence of an orb also reproduced. Investigators note the noise of footfall 
below them on the hillside at this time. 
 

(Olympus Camera) 
 
Red mist 1 photo taken looking uphill  
 

(HP Camera) 
 
Orb 1 photo taken at a slightly different angle but at the same time as Red 
mist 1  
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(Olympus Camera) 
 
Red mist 2 (top left hand corner) photo taken looking downhill moments later. 
 
Video Footage 
 
Lack of reflective surfaces for the Infra Red cameras to work with made a lot 
of the footage unusable. The extreme levels of wind noise recorded on the 
microphones rendered all audio recordings on cameras useless. 
 
Note 
 
WPRO identify the need for outdoor microphones and additional infra red 
lighting equipment for future outdoor investigations. 
 
EVP 
 
Following a full audio review no EVP was captured on this investigation. 
 
Baseline Tests Comparisons 
 
All tests showed little variation throughout the investigation. Temperature 
changes are fully attributed to weather conditions and time of year. 
 
Additional observation 
 
Lights in the sky were observed from Oliver’s Camp West in a south westerly 
direction towards Westbury. Military manoeuvres are noted in this direction. 


